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A spectacular finale to the 2011 Dresden Music Festival!

Dresden , June 8, 2011 –  The 34th Dresden Music Festival concluded with a spectacular weekend of concerts featuring the Berlin Philharmonic conducted by Sir Simon Rattle in Mahler’s Symphony No. 6  at the famed Semperoper and the Gewandhausorchester Leipzig led by Christoph Eschenbach, with Jan Vogler as soloist performing Dvorak’s Cello Concerto. 
From May 18 to June 5, the Festival saw over 100 ensembles, orchestras and soloists journey through the ‘Five Elements’, enthralling audiences with their superb artistry in wide array of concerts.  Intendant of the Dresden Music Festival Jan Vogler commented:    “2011 was a very strong year with many fantastic performances. I am delighted that the reputation of the Music Festival is spreading around the world and highlighting the elegance and special atmosphere of Dresden. This year, again, there was a significant increase in audience members travelling from both outside the region and outside Germany.”   
  
Sales and audience numbers exceeded expectations with 94% of tickets sold and revenue 20% higher than projected.
The last few days of the Festival were marked by performances featuring the Tokyo String Quartet, a breathtaking recital of Liszt and Ravel by Russian pianist Arcadi Volodos, and the Cloud Gate Dance Theatre of Taiwan. At their concert on June 3, Sir Simon Rattle and the Berlin Philharmonic were presented with the Glashütte Original Music Festival Award for their commitment to the field of music education. 
The concurrence of the German Protestant Kirchentag (Church Congress) and the Dresden Music Festival offered the Festival the opportunity to explore the topics of religion and spirituality through the communication of the ‘Five Elements’. The combined concert with the Thomanerchor Leipzig and the Kreuzchor Dresden attracted more than 3,000 people and ‘Dresden Singt & Musiziert’ brought together 25,000 people to celebrate music with 15 choirs on the Brühlsche Terrasse.  

 
The Festival also began on a high note with performances by the Staatskapelle  Dresden and the New York Philharmonic led by Alan Gilbert and featuring soloists baritone Thomas Hampson and violinist Lisa Batiashvili in two different concerts.  
The musical bridge between European and Asian cultures was highlighted in a joint concert by Korean pop superstar RAIN and Jan Vogler –   their unique partnership proved that classical and pop music can mix and create a fabulous musical experience. 

The ‘Asian stars of tomorrow’, a concert series held at the Schloss Wackerbarth, presented the best of the emerging generation of Asian artists who captivated their audiences with their stunning technique and musical impression.

In 2012 the Dresden Music Festival will take place from May 15 to June 3. Details of the 35th Festival are scheduled to be announced on September 1st, followed by two special concerts on September 2 and 3 as a preview of the 2012 theme. Check out  www.musikfestspiele.com for more information on the Dresden Music Festival.
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